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Rudd Labor

‘inconsistent’

on human
rights: report

By Androw Fraser

Pl sl Correyponcett

Civil  libertariarme gove the Rudd
Liovernanent 4 T an human s

and peaise for jis effors on whist-
leblowing and privacy, bt hawe
sirangly criticised i for continuing
the Howard grvertument's sedition
lvws '

On the day  Altomey-Geoweral
Robsert MoClelland said the Govern
ment had put Aostralla “hack (n
husinesa™ on haman rights, Clvil
Liberthes Australia’s ehief cxecurive
Bill Rowliogs hailed the effons of
ihree mindsiers bur - mainiaboed
reseTvations  aboit  sedition  and

E‘n-rmnml e Wowadids & Bl of
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.?I“u- mintiters were Mr MieClel
land. whao had made strong «fTons
an  ahemative dispute  resolution
and mediation, Home Affalrs Minis
ter Bob Debus, for convening the
recent criminal justice forum, and
Special Minister of State lohn Faulk
et whio I;:J bewm “putstanding
on v bt had ya 1 mailch this
mfﬂm‘:mr on freedom of o
mation And goveinance

M1 How praised the “excol-
lein™ work of new Tabor MP Mark
Deeyfus, O, whn has headed (e

arllamentary commitier

mwil:ﬂinﬁ changes 1o whistle
e

Mr MoClotland was “doing well’
I lydng ot In speeches where ihe
Govemimen! wias planning o go,
bt work fowand a 18U of tights had
been ton slow .

Ws 12 monthe in. and they
haven't lund hed theie consultation

on the charter of nghts and respon
albsilithen,” Mr wikl, Nt
that W was due for leunch on

December 10, Human Rights Day
Civil Libertles remained con-
cermed about whother the Govern
ment would appolnt an indepien
ot reviewer of terroriam lows, an
mm priodyy”, and Mr Rowlings
the inaction on sedition was the

Lievrrmmenid s T fnlling
Alrnaiat MP had supporned
the Australlsn Law clarm

Covmmniksbon's “clear, uvocal™
repan on dismantiing the sedition
regine
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Covd L sberties Aunlrisie chof (il
Rowieliengr s virws ont P costaret

“All "ver got to do bs enact it
he maid. N8 8 simple and
they haven't done i is widor-

vable. ™

Lovernmien| consult widely
un whether a Charter of W ol
I:@nm ,

| want o #m i (hai the
consullation will ol
any oulcome.” e said.

BT ErTEnent

thued to restore “Australia’s repe-
tathon as a girod inlernational cit
seny with 8 demonstrable commit-

discrimination. snd
engagement  with the Unied
Natlons, particularly on worrn.,
Mr ﬁ that the u-
VAN wml
Optional Pritocol 1o the Lniied
National Convention Agalnst Tor
ture, which establishes & sub-



